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Guaranteed 
Feeder  Loans 

Provincial  government  financial 
guarantees  assist  Alberta  farmers 
in  livestock  feeding  projects.  Under 
the  Feeder  Associations  Guaran- 
tee Act,  co-operatively  organized 
groups  of  feeders  may  borrow  up 
to  $100,000  for  buying  unfinished 
cattle  and  lambs  to  finish  or  fatten. 

The  program  has  a  two-pronged 
effect.  Surplus  grain  and  roughage 
are  profitably  utilized;  secondly, 
additional  markets  are  created  for 
feeder  stock  thus  bolstering  local 
market  prices  for  these  classes. 

Loans  under  the  Act  are  made 
through  chartered  banks  and  Trea- 
sury Branches,  with  the  provincial 
government  guaranteeing  25  per 
cent  of  the  amount.  All  loans  must 
be  repaid  by  the  end  of  each  feed- 
ing season,  usually  in  mid-summer. 
The  association  is  then  eligible 
for  further  government  guarantee, 
which  must  be  renewed  each  year. 

Operations  under  the  Feeder 
Associations  Guarantee  Act  began 
in  1938.  Most  marked  growth  has 
been  over  the  past  few  years.  Up 
to  the  end  of  the  current  feeding 
season,  association  members  had 
utilized  an  approximate  $20,719,- 
000  in  credit  capital.  With  this 
cumulative  total  they  finish-mar- 
keted 215,155  cattle  and  456,683 
lambs. 

During  the  1956-57  feeding  sea- 
son just  ended,  834  members  in 
29  associalions  fed  23,124  cattle 
and  10,585  lambs.  Loans  to  finance 
these  operations  totalled  well  over 
two  million  dollars. 

In  addition  to  the  co-operatively 
organized  feeder  associations  op- 
erating through  government  guar- 
anteed loans,  four  associations  in 
the  province  now  operate  inde- 
pendently. Three  of  these  originally 
operated  under  the  act.  The  fourth 
is  an  amalgamation  of  smaller  as- 
sociations which  at  one  time  also 
functioned  under  the  act. 

Administration  of  the  Feeder 
Associations  Guarantee  Act  comes 
under  the  Livestock  Branch  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Govern- 
ment assistance  is  confined  to  areas 
where  a  long-range  feeding  pro- 
gram is  most  practicable.  • 


Semester 
Schooling 
At  Cardston 

The  semester  system  of  school- 
ing, where  the  school  year  is 
divided  into  two  equal  periods,  has 
been  inaugurated  at  Cardston  high 
school  on  an  experimental  basis. 
Final  examinations  will  be  written 
at  the  end  of  each  term,  early 
February  and  end  of  June. 

The  Cardston  high  school  is  the 
first  public  school  in  Alberta  to 
institute  the  divided  year  study 
plan.  Two  private  institutions, 
Calgary's  Mount  Royal  College  and 
Alberta  College  in  Edmonton,  have 
been  operating  on  such  a  basis 
since  the  start  of  the  1955-56  term. 

All  grade  12  subjects  will  be 
taught  in  each  semester,  with 
students  electing  half  their  program 
each  semester.  The  school  day  will 
be  divided  into  five  seventy-minute 
periods.  In  addition  to  academic 
subjects,  industrial  arts,  commer- 
cial, agricultural  and  household 
economics  classes  will  be  offered. 

Under  the  semester  system  high 
school  students  will  be  able  to  con- 
centrate on  three  or  four  subjects 
over  a  five-month  period  instead 
of  the  usual  eight  or  more  over  ten 
months. 

Final  examinations  for  each 
semester  will  be  prepared  and 
marked  bv  the  Department  of 
Education. 

Major  problem  affecting  institu- 
tion of  a  province-wide  semester 
system  is  that  of  examinations.  An 
extended  teaching  break  between 
the  two  periods  would  be  required 
to  mark  papers  and  release  results. 
In  the  United  States,  where  the 
system  is  accepted  in  practically 
all  schools,  examinations  are  the 
responsibility  of  local  administra- 
tion. 

Red  Deer  Composite  high  school 
has  been  operating  on  a  "quarter" 
plan  since  1949.  Final  examina- 
tions are  written  in  December, 
March  and  June.  High  school  sum- 
mer classes  are  conducted  during 
July  and  August.  Students  from 
many  Alberta  points  attend  to 
make-up  matriculation  deficien- 
cies. • 


Psiew  Health  Minister  In  Office 


Alberta's  newest  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  Health  Minister 
Dr.  J.  Donovan  Ross,  signs  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  Oath  of 
Office  before  Premier  E.  C.  Manning  and  John  J.  Bowlen,  Lieutenant 
Governor.  Dr.  Ross  took  office  September  18,  succeeding  Dr.  W.  W. 
Cross,  whose  retirement  was  announced  recently.  The  former  Minister 
will  retain  his  seat  in  the  Legislature,  representing  the  Hand  Hills 
constituency,  until  the  next  general  election.  Dr.  Ross  represents 
Edmonton  in  the  Legislative  Assembly. 


V  egetable 
Sales  Act 
Amended 

Retail  outlets  and  consumers  in 
general  will  be  affected  bv  recent 
amendments  to  the  Vegetable  Sales 
(Alberta)  Act.  Under  the  Act,  fresh 
vegetables  imported  into  Alberta 
from  other  countries  can  now  be 
sold  in  their  original  packages  if 
vendors  find  it  more  convenient  to 
do  so.  This  is  conditional  upon 
grade  being  marked  on  the  pack- 
age in  accordance  with  standards 
of  the  country  of  origin.  Such 
grades  must  reach  at  least  mini- 
mum  quality   set   under  Alberta 


regulations.  Prior  to  these  changes, 
direct  imports  had  to  be  graded 
and  repacked  in  Alberta  before 
going  on  sale  in  this  province. 

The  regulations  also  establish 
closer  control  over  quality  of  vege- 
tables grown  and  destined  for  sale 
within  the  province.  Persons  who 
pack,  ship,  transport,  sell,  offer  for 
sale  or  who  have  in  their  posses- 
sion vegetables  in  closed  packages 
are  required  to  mark  such  with 
their-  initials,  full  surname  and  ad- 
dress. In  addition  to  providing 
similar  identification,  firms  and  cor- 
porations will  have  to  designate 
grade  on  the  package  as  well. 

In  spite  of  increased  vegetable 
production  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  province,  Alberta  remains  a 
heavv  importer  of  fresh  vege- 
tables. ® 
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Major  tourist  attraction  at  Fort  Macleod  is  the  replica  of  the  NWMP  Fort  erected  in  1874.  The  fort  is  made  of  heavy  peeled 
logs  throughout  and  was  built  on  specifications  obtained  from  .records  and  files  of  the  NWMP.  It  is  the  first  of  its  type  in 

Western  Canada. 

Thousands  Visit  Fort  Replica 


Replica  of  the  first  North  West 
Mounted  Police  Fort  in  Western 
Canada  has  been  constructed  at 
Fort  Macleod  in  southern  Alberta. 
More  than  14,000  persons  have 
visited  the  unique  tourist  attraction 
since  the  official  opening  July  4. 

The  fort  has  been  rebuilt  on  speci- 
fications obtained  from  N.W.M.P. 
records  and  follows  construction  of 
the  original  fort,  built  in  1874,  in 
every  detail.  It  is  225  feet  long 
and  175  feet  wide.  A  bastion  or 
look-out  tower  is  located  at  each 
corner  of  the  structure.  These 
towers,  26  feet  high  and  12  feet 
square  on  the  bottom  floor  and  16 
feet  square  on  the  second  floor, 
were  used  as  guard  towers.  Armed 
sentries  manned  the  bastions  day 
and  night,  peering  from  gun  slots 
cut  through  the  heavy  log  walls. 

Stockade  of  Fort  Macleod  is  12 
feet  high.  Main  gate  is  15  feet 
high  and  27  feet  wide.  The  whole 
structure  was  built  of  heavy  peeled 
logs.  Not  one  nail  can  be  found 
in  the  main  gate  or  any  of  the  four 
bastions.  Wooden  pegs  were  used 
to  ensure  the  exactness  of  the 
replica  with  the  old  fort. 

Original  quartermaster  s  store  buildings  are  located  within  the  confines  of  the  fort.  An  Indian  tee-pee,  wagons  used  by  early 
settlers,  and  other  museum  pieces  are  also  on  display.  Four  look-out  towers  or  bastions  corner  the  225  foot  by  175  foot  structure. 

Walls  of  the  fort  are  12  feet  high. 


The  fort  overlooks  the  Oldman 
River.  A  catwalk  between  bastions 
provides  a  magnificent  scenic  view 
of  the  surrounding  area. 

Some  1,780  logs  were  used  in  its 
construction.  All  the  hand-hewn 
logs  were  speciallv  prepared  for  the 
Fort  Macleod  Historical  Society  bv 
one  of  Alberta's  remaining  few  log 
craftsmen,  Hobart  A.  Dowler  who 
makes  his  home  near  Pigeon  Lake. 
Actual  construction  at  the  southern 
point  commenced  earlv  in  Mav  and 
was  completed  in  two  months. 

R.C.M.P.  Commissioner  Nichol- 
son officially  opened  the  N.W.M.P. 
fort  on  July  4.  Visitors  have  regis- 
tered from  most  Canadian  pro- 
vinces, almost  all  the  United  States, 
and  from  Australia,  England,  Japan, 
India,  Peru,  Guam,  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  and  Alaska. 

The  citizens  of  Fort  Macleod 
conceived  the  idea  of  rebuilding 
the  fort  as  an  historical  tribute  to 
the  living  fame  of  the  Mounted 
Police.  The  Fort  Macleod  Histori- 
cal Association,  with  the  help  of 
local  service  clubs  and  other  as- 
sociations, raised  the  $44,000  neces- 
sary to  build  the  fort. 


The  original  Fort  Macleod  was 
erected  in  October  of  1874  on  an 
island  of  the  Oldman  River,  about 
two  miles  east  of  the  present  town- 
site.  Shortly  thereafter  the  river 
changed  its  course  and  the  partly 
flooded  fort  was  moved  to  the  site 
of  the  existing  Fort  Macleod. 

The  original  quartermaster  store- 
room still  stands  inside  the  en- 
closure of  the  new  fort.  Several 
interesting  museum  pieces  are  on 
display  including  various  wagons 
used  by  early  settlers,  fire  wagons, 
an  old  ambulance  and  a  six-ox  rum 
wagon  used  by  early  whiskey 
traders.  Several  of  these  relics  have 
been  loaned  to  the  Historical  As- 
sociation bv  the  Glenbow  Founda- 
tion of  Calgary.  A  colorful  Indian 
Teepee  owned  bv  Chief  Joseph 
Crowshoe  of  the  Peigan  tribe,  is 
also  on  display. 

A  nominal  family  admission  rate 
is  charged  to  offset  operating  ex- 
penses. Colorful  pennants  and  an 
official  scroll  certifying  that  the 
buyer  visited  the  fort  are  sold  as 
souveniers.  Signatures  of  Commis- 
sioner Nicholson  and  officials  of  the 
Fort  Macleod  Historical  Association 
appear  on  the  scrolls.  • 


New  Movies 

Publicize 

Outdoors 

Excellent  sports  fishing  and  game 
bird  hunting  to  be  experienced  in 
Alberta  will  be  further  publicized 
throughout  North  America  with  the 
completion  of  two  new  films  early 
in  1958.  The  Film  and  Photo- 
graphic Unit  of  the  Provincial  De- 
partment of  Economic  Affairs  is 
handling  production  of  the  two 
films. 

"Fishing  The  Foothills  Province," 
will  be  a  20  minute  film.  Scenes 
have  been  "shot"  at  such  well 
known  angling  resorts  as  Cold 
Lake,  Lac  La  Biche,  Owl  River, 
Lac  St.  Anne,  Baptiste  Lake,  Seibert 
Lake,  Jackfish  Lake  near  Edmon- 
ton, Highwood  River,  and  others. 
Action  sequences  portray  the  thrills 


in  catching  lunker-size  northern 
pike,  lake  trout,  walleye,  brook 
trout  and  grayling,  rainbow  trout 
and  perch. 

Government  photographers 
travelled  an  estimated  2,000  miles, 
taking  some  3,000  feet  of  film  for 
the  new  production.  About  750 
feet  will  be  used. 

The  hunting  film,  unnamed  as 
vet,  will  also  be  a  20  minute 
feature.  Excellent  bird  hunting 
shots  have  been  taken  across  the 
length  and  breadth  of  Alberta. 
Grande  Prairie,  Willingdon,  Cook- 
ing Lake,  Brooks,  the  Peigan  Re- 
serve and  Lethbridge  are  a  few 
of  the  locales  to  be  seen  in  the 
complete  film.  Migratory  water 
fowl  and  upland  game  bird  hunt- 
ing has  been  included  in  the  motion 
picture. 

All  production  work,  from 
"shooting"  the  film  to  sound  track 
editing  and  recording,  art  work  and 
master  cutting,  will  be  completed 
by  the  Film  and  Photographic 
Branch.  Both  films,  upon  release 
early  in  the  year,  will  be  available 
for  general  showing  throughout 
Canada  and  the  United  States.  • 
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Safety 

Is  Checked 


Aircraft  Helps  Guard  Forest  Wealth 


Checking  opcialional  safety 
of  "manlitts  in  Alberta  s 
1,800-odd  gram  elevators  and 
"employee's  belt-lifts"  m  se\'- 
eral  flour  mills  is  one  of  the 
many  tasks  performed  by  in- 
spectors from  tlie  Factories 
Branch  of  the  Department  of 
Industries  and  Labour.  Mills, 
feed  plants,  annexes  and  ele- 
yators  are  also  checked  peri- 
odically for  hazards  such  as 
yveak  ladders,  stairwavs,  bm 
floors,  partitions  and  loading 
platforms.  All  pulleys,  belts, 
clutches  and  augers  must  haye 
mechanical  guards.  This  pro- 
gram has  assisted  in  cutting  the 
accident  toll  to  a  point  v^hich 
has  allowed  a  25  per  cent 
reduction  in  workmen's  com- 
pensation insurance  premiums 
oyer  the  past  five  years.  Use 
of  manlift  devices  such  as 
above  is  restricted  to  em- 
ployees only.  • 


Mobile  Clinic 
Alberta's  First 

A  preventive  dental  health  pro- 
gram will  be  undertaken  this  year 
in  the  Sturgeon  Health  Unit.  A 
completely  equijiped  mobile  clinic 
will  provide  dental  service  to  an 
estimated  1,000  Grade  Two  pupils 
from  40  schools  m  the  Sturgeon, 
Thorhild,  Westlock  and  Barrhead 
areas. 

Relatively  simple  dental  opera- 
tions will  be  carried  out  bv  clinical 
staff.  Basic  purpose  of  the  new 
program  is  educational,  to  stress  the 
importance  of  dental  treatment  at 
an  early  age,  and  value  of  regular 
check-ups. 

All  Grade  Two  children  will  be 
surveyed  this  vear.  Letters,  draw- 
ing attention  to  the  dental  defects 
found  in  examinations,  will  be  sent 
to  parents.  Thev  will  request 
parents  to  indicate  on  a  form  pro- 
vided whether  tlu^v  wish  to  register 
their  children  for  treatment  at  the 
clinic,  or  whether  thev  prefer  to 
have  the  treatment  completed 
privately.  There  will  be  no  charge 
for  the  clinical  work. 

Extent    of    treatment  includes 


Versatilitv  is  the  keynote  of  the 
new  "Fleet  Courier"  aircraft  placed 
m  service  early  this  spring  bv  the 
Department  of  Lands  and  Forests. 
Recent  modifications  further  adapt 
the  craft  to  forest  fire  prevention 
work.  Top:  Assistant  superintendent 
of  forest  protection,  Frank  Piatt, 
and  Pilot  Dale  Harris  check  equip- 
ment prior  to  a  flight.  Mr.  Piatt 
holds  emergenc\'  fire  fighting 
ecjuipment  packed  for  ensuing  para- 
chute drop.  Mr.  Harris  checks 
newlv  installed  loudspeaker  system 
which  enables  low  flvmg  plane 
to  direct  ground  crews.  Below: 
right:  A  forestry  official  tests  ade- 
quacy of  Polaroid  camera  which 


produces  gloss\  prints  one  minute 
after  snapping.  Photograph\  mav 
be  used  to  supplement  visual  reeon- 
naisance  in  spotty  fire  outbreaks. 
A  large  aerial  camera,  mounted  in 
place  of  loudspeaker  equipment  to 
rear  of  cockpit,  will  be  used  for 
routine  forest  surveys.  Left::  Un- 
usual maneuverabilit\'  is  demon- 
strated in  tree-top  fhing  at  speeds 
as  low  as  35  miles  per  hour.  Maxi- 
mum cruising  speed  is  about  150 
m.p.h.  Plane  is  capable  of  landing 
and  taking  off  over  distance  of  oiil\ 
250  \ards  of  runwav.  All  practi- 
cal tests  proved  highh'  satisfactorx . 
This  IS  the  first  aircraft  owned  and 
operated  bv  the  department.  • 


fillings,  extractions,  X-rav  and  other 
ordinary  dental  operation.  Ortho- 
dontic treatment  will  not  be  in- 
cluded if  appliances  are  required. 
Emergency  extractions  mav  be  pro- 
vided for  all  school  children  at  the 
discretion  of  the  clinic  dentist. 
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Famous  Dingman  No.  1  Discovery  Well 
Was  Beginning  Of  Billion  $  $  $  Industry 


Metis  Colony  Has 
Second  Classroom 

A  second  classroom  has  been 
opened  at  Gift  Lake  Metis  Colony, 
bringing  the  number  of  all  Metis 
classrooms  to  16.  Gift  Lake  is  a 
Metis  community  established  in 
Area  No.  3  in  north-central  Alberta. 

Classroom  facilities  are  now 
nearly  double  those  in  existence 
when  Metis  areas  were  formally 
organized  in  Alberta  18  years  ago. 

Teacher  recruitment  is  being 
encouraged  by  various  means. 
Salaries  are  now  scaled  in  accord- 
ance with  those  prevailing  in 
adjacent  school  divisions.  All 
teachers  receive  the  "isolation 
bonus." 

Seventeen  teachers  are  currently 
required  by  the  Metis  Rehabilita- 
tion Branch  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  to  instruct  some 
400  pupils  in  grades  one  to  nine. 
Secondarv  education  is  available  to 
students  through  correspondence 
courses.  Curriculum  and  general 
regulations  follow  those  laid  down 
by  the  Department  of  Education 
for  the  province  as  a  whole.  Official 
school  trustee  is  the  Metis  Branch 
Supervisor,  acting  with  a  three-man 
departmental  School  Administration 
Committee  formed  this  year. 

The  program  has  provided  in- 
centive for  students  to  further  their 
education.  Two  girls,  recent  gradu- 
ates of  Paddle  Prairie  School  have 
enrolled  for  Nursing  Aid  Courses.  • 


Comins  Events 


Almost  forty-four  years  ago  the 
hopes  of  a  group  of  men  who  had 
formed  the  Calgary  Petroleum 
Products  Limited  were  partially 
realized  with  the  discovery  of  a 
flow  of  wet  gas  from  a  test  well 
sunk  in  the  Turner  Valley  district. 

The  well  was  known  as  Dingman 
No.  1,  named  after  an  officer  of 
the  company.  It  precipitated  the 
exploration  of  the  first  major  oil- 
field in  Alberta,  and  was  the  fore- 
runner of  an  industry  which  has 
mushroomed  into  a  multi-billion 
dollar  enterprise. 

The  Dingman  No.  1  has  long 
ceased  production.  The  wellsite 
however  has  been  preserved.  To- 
day it  stands  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Royalite  Oil  Company  sulphur 
plant. 

The  story  of  the  initial  discovery 
well  centres  around  a  former 
Turner  Valley  rancher,  William  S. 
Herron.  During  the  early  years 
after  the  turn  of  the  century  the 
cattlemen  noticed  gas  seepage  in 
several  areas  of  the  district.  Con- 
vinced that  oil  deposits  were  to  be 
found  beneath  the  ground  he  at- 
tempted to  form  an  exploration 
company.  Mr.  Herron  persuaded 
two  Calgary  businessmen,  William 
Elder  and  A.  W.  Dingman,  to  ride 
out  to  his  ranch  to  examine  the 
seepages.  A  popular  legend  states 
that  as  sales  promotion,  at  one  spot 


he  lit  a  match  to  the  ground  and 
over  the  resultant  flame  fried  eggs 
in  a  frying  pan  for  lunch.  Shortly 
after,  Calgary  Petroleum  Products 
was  formed. 

Drilling  and  oil  technicians  were 
rounded  up  and  Dingman  No.  1 
was  spudded  beside  Sheep  Creek. 
The  drilling  procedure  consisted  of 
raising  a  long  torpedo-shaped  steel 
bit  into  the  air  and  letting  it  fall 
into  the  earth.  In  May  of  1914 
the  well  blew  in  at  2,700  feet.  It 
boasted  a  flow  of  4,000,000  feet  of 
wet  gas  with  some  light  oil.  The 
boom  lasted  but  three  months,  as 
World  War  I  interfered  with 
further  exploration. 

In  1921  Calgary  Petroleum  Prod- 
ucts was  taken  over  bv  Rovalite 
Oil  Company  and  the  search  for 
other  deposits  in  the  Turner  Valley 
field  was  on.  Three  years  later, 
on  October  17,  1924,  Royalite 
Number  4  blew  in,  heralding  the 
actual  beginning  of  a  new  era  for 
Alberta  and  her  people.  This  well 
proved  to  be  a  prolific  producer, 
laringing  in  revenue  of  more  than 
$1,000,000  per  year  for  several 
years. 

There  are  several  points  of  in- 
terest in  the  Turner  Valley  oil- 
fields today:  the  Dingman  No.  1 
and  Royalite  No.  4  wellsite;  sulphur 
plant  and  cracking  unit  of  Royalite 
Oil  Company,  and  just  west  and 
south  of  the  town  of  Turner  Valley 
stands  the  only  remaining  wooden 
derrick  of  the  1914-1924  oil  dis- 
covery era.  • 


During  the  coming  year.  Alberta  wiU  be  the  scene  of  many 
events  of  provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within 
Our  Borders  is  pleased  to  list  in  its  Coming  Events  column  all 
those  of  which  it  is  made  aware.  Information  should  be  forwarded 
to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building,  Edmonton. 

Canadian  Press  Club  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

R.C.A.F.  Concert   Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

Adventure  Film   Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

Engineering  Institute  of  Canada  ^.  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

Edmonton  Geological  Society  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

Adventure  Film   Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

Edmonton  Scottish  Society  Concert....:  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

Calgary  Film  Society  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

Berl  Senofsky  Violin  Concert  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

Berl  Senofsky  Violin  Concert  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

Caledonian  Society  Concert   Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

Orion  Musical  Theatre  Concert.  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

Adventure  Film   Jubilee  Auditroum 

Edmonton 

Adventure  Film   Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

Engineering  Institute  of  Can   Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

Associated  Hospitals  of  Alta  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

Edmonton    Symphony   Concert  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

U.  of  A.  Petroleum  Training  Service  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

Wagner — Grand  Opera-  -    Jubilee  Auditorium 

Edmonton 

General  Motors  Convention  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

Calgary  Philharmonic  Concert   Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

D'Arcy  Scott  Concert.  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 

Celebrity  Concert  Jubilee  Auditorium 

Calgary 
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